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N o t i c e s of a w i j a e o i o s t c a l l u i l i c a t i o n s . 
TEN TEAKS' DIGGINGS IN CELTIC AND SAXON GRAYE-HILLS IN 
THE COUNTIES OE DERBY, STAFFORD, AND YORK, FROM 
1848 TO 1858. By THOMAS B A T E M A N , F.S.A.., & C . ; 1 Yol. 8vo., pp. 
309. London, 1861: J. R. Smith. 
A DIGGER who has opened upwards of four hundred Barrows may well be 
considered to have exhausted his subject, and when we remember the 
extensive learning which Mr. Bateman brought to the examination and 
illustration of his discoveries, we may fairly challenge the world for the 
production of a work depicting so vividly the life and usages of the Keltic 
race as the volume before us. " Ten Years' Diggings" is indeed but a portion 
of the experiences here brought forward. For many years previously to 
the dates stated in this volume, Mr. Bateman had indefatigably pursued his 
researches among the cairns and cromlechs of the Midland Moors, and 
every one who has visited the fine museum at Youlgrave will remember 
what a vast and varied collection of British relics had rewarded the exer-
tions of the explorer. Though a few Anglo-Saxon sepultures were 
examined, the large majority of the Derbyshire and Staffordshire graves 
are those of the Keltic race, and, even where the later people were present, 
they generally formed secondary interments, the original tenants of the 
mounds being constantly found in the lower portion of the tumuli. To 
give an adequate excerpt of this book, and of the previous volume, the 
" Vestiges of the Antiquities of Derbyshire," would require a much larger 
space than we have here at command. We must be content to note a few 
only of the more striking facts, referring our readers (with the most hearty 
recommendation) to the volumes themselves. 
The mystery of the so-called Druids' Circles is here most satisfactorily 
solved. In order to retain the mound of earth in its place, blocks of stone 
were set on end around it, and then covered in with soil, so as to leave the 
barrow in its smooth and rounded form. In process of time this hillock of 
soil was washed away by the rains, disclosing the ring of stones and, in the 
centre of it, the bared cromlech or stone grave. (See Diggings, pp. 22, 
62, 63, 248, 255 ; Vestiges, pp. 90, 102.) Now came the antiquary, full 
of erudition and prepared to account for everything. The wall of blocks 
was a Druidical Circle, and the cromlech in the midst was a Druids' Altar. 
Not content with this, the elucidator pointed out that the covering slab of 
the central structure (which had naturally been more or less disturbed 
during the lapse of a score of centuries and upwards) had been purposely 
inclined, in order " to throw off the blood of the victim." Further it was 
noted that the ring of stones (which had necessarily fallen inwards) was 
arranged on a radiating plan. This was typical of the rays of Phcebus, 
plainly indicating the presence of Sun worship. A bronze celt had turned 
D
ow
nl
oa
de
d 
by
 [U
niv
ers
ity
 of
 E
xe
ter
] a
t 1
5:2
9 1
7 J
uly
 20
15
 
NOTICES OP AECHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 4 1 1 
up in the locality : that was the Sacred Axe for felling the victim. A flint 
knife had also been found : that was for cutting the throat of said victim— 
if not for gathering the Sacred Mistletoe from the neighbouring oak ; for, 
be it observed, the old-fashioned antiquary generally committed felo-de-se 
with an " i f not." As to the miscellaneous assortment of objects of 
unknown use, they were readily disposed of as " amulets." 
The presence of the vast numbers of rats' bones commonly found in the 
tumuli is very clearly explained. In his notice of the opening of a barrow 
near Buxton, Mr. Bateman writes : — " The skeleton was laid upon some 
flat limestones, placed on the natural ground. It was surrounded with a 
multitude of rats' bones, the remains of animals which had in former times 
feasted upon the body of the defunct warrior ; which fact was satisfactorily 
proved by the gnawed appearance of the various bones, and from the cir-
cumstance of several of the smaller bones having been dragged under the 
large flat stones on which the body lay, and which could not by any other 
means have got into that situation." (Vestiges, p. 61.) And at page 95 of 
the Diggings, in the account of Ringham Low near Monyash, we read :— 
" The lower part of the gravel and the interstices between the paving-stones 
abounded with rats' bones ; and on removing a portion of the floor, we 
found that many human bones had been drawn beneath it by these restless 
creatures." 
Among the remains of animals which had been interred with the defunct 
chieftain, those of the horse, the ox, the dog, the stag and the boar were con-
stantly found, and occasionally the beaks of hawks and other birds. But more 
curious than all these finds is that recorded by Mr. Carrington as having 
occurred in a barrow at Swinscoe. Here, among other graves in the same 
tumulus, was disclosed a • distinct tomb lined with stone, containing the 
remains of a " young hog." Illustration of this singular interment will be 
remembered in the often-cited verses from Beowulf, and the circumstance of 
the Boar being dedicated to the divinity Freya. (See Diggings, pp. 33, 
135.) In the record of the Yorkshire finds, mention is made of the skull 
of a wolf and that of a goat (pp. 220, 223). 
Some little further light is thrown on the much-discussed Bronze Celt. 
In a grave on Parwich Moor it was found that the implement had been 
fixed on its staff in a vertical position. " About the middle of the thigh-
bone was placed the bronze celt. The cutting edge was turned towards 
the upper part of the person, and the instrument itself had been inserted 
vertically into a wooden handle by being driven in for about two inches at 
the narrow end—at least, the grain of the wood runs in the same direction 
as the longest dimension of the celt, a fact not unworthy of the notice of 
any inclined to explain the precise manner of mounting these curious im-
plements." (Diggings, p. 35.) 
In a secondary interment at Steep Low occurred " an iron arrow-head, 
an article of great rarity in tumuli. It is devoid of socket, and must have 
been secured in a slit cut in the arrow " (p. 126). Similar iron arrow-heads 
furnished with tangs were found in the graves opened by Mr. Hillier in the 
Isle of Wight, examples of which have been placed by the writer of this 
notice in the Tower Armory. These have portions of the wooden shafts 
still attached to them. 
The finding of iron instruments with bronze objects appears at first glance 
injurious to the theory of metal sequences, but on closer examination the 
cause of such mixture will be seen to be merely accidental. Thus, in 1848, 
VOL. XVIII . 3 L 
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NOTICES OP AECHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 412 
after recovering from a Keltic grave a bronze dagger, " a little above we 
found an iron knife, of the shape and size usually deposited with Anglo-
Saxon interments, which had most likely been thrown in unobserved when 
the grave was refilled in 1821 " (p. 21). Had no record been forthcoming 
of this former exploration, the mystery would have remained unsolved. 
For the encouragement of barrow-diggers, who are apt to be dismayed on 
finding evidences of former researches, we may note that the cases where 
the earlier examiners have overlooked the primary interment on meeting 
with a superposed burial are very numerous ; and it is needless to add that 
the first sepulture is commonly far more interesting than the later ones. It 
may be further observed that there is a certain degree of perverseness 
among some of these Keltic sleepers, who refuse to be found after a scien-
tific exploration of a good three-fourths of the mound, and only reveal 
themselves at last to some village stone-seeker in the most out-of-the-way 
corner of the premises. 
These gatherers of stone for the purposes of building, together with the 
searchers for buried treasure, are among the worst enemies of the archaeo-
logist. They are as bad as the rats. Another source of the destruction of 
the graves and their relics is the practice of converting the ancient mound 
into a lime-kiln. This is effected by digging a hole in the centre of the 
Low and then running a flue horizontally at its foot. Sad to say, the very 
stone-cist of the Ancient-Briton has often been appropriated to form this 
flue-channel. (See Diggings, pp. 49, 153, 154, 157.) 
In some cases, the mound-builders have taken advantage of a natural 
protuberance of the rock. Thus, a hillock of imposing proportions is found 
on examination to consist only of a very thin stratum of soil, and the inter-
ment consequently lies very near the surface. 
Sometimes, again, a natural fissure in the rock is utilised for burial 
purposes. Each end of the fissure is filled up with loose stones, the body 
is deposited in the natural cist, and the barrow raised over it to the desired 
altitude (p. 142). 
In some cases the body is found to have been laid on a bed of fern leaves, 
a second layer of leaves being strewn over the body, and the soil then 
heaped over all (p. 35). 
The contracted position of the body seems universal among the primeval 
entombments (p. 27). And it is curious to find in these early burials so 
large a proportion of the skeletons of young children. 
Oliver Cromwell has had many iniquities thrust upon him, but we believe 
the first instance of his being made responsible for the contents of a Keltic 
barrow is that here recorded. The tumulus near Pike Ilall (a spot well 
remembered by the readers of the Complete Angler) was held by the 
adjacent villagers to be " the burial-place of those who had fallen in Oliver 
Cromwell's wars," while a bronze relic found among the remains was 
explained to be " a brass plate from the hat of one of the soldiers" 
(p. 183). 
On the progressive change in the manufacture of arms and modes of 
sepulture, we read, under the notice of Throwley Barrow, page 155 :— 
" The few stone axes found during our researches have uniformly been 
associated with the brazen daggers, and were replaced at a slightly later 
period by the plain axe-shaped celt, but in no other instance have they 
accompanied an interment by cremation. Indeed, the instances in which 
the brass dagger has been found with burnt bones bear so small a propor-
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NOTICES OP AECHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 4 1 3 
tion to those in which it accompanies the skeleton, that we may conclude 
there was a marked though gradual change in the mode of burial intro-
duced about the time when the knowledge of metallurgy was acquired. 
There is, however, evidence that the ancient rite of burial1 was resumed at 
a later period, dating but little, if at all, previous to the occupation of the 
country by the Romans" (p. 155). 
Speaking of the mode of depositing the incinerated remains of the 
Ancient Britons, Mr. Bateman remarks : " From some of the urns (found 
by Mr. Ruddock, near Whitby) having come into my possession in the 
state in which they were exhumed, I am enabled to say that they were 
embedded in charcoal, in an upright position, at an inconsiderable depth 
below the surface; and that, after the bones were put in the urn, an incense-
cup was placed upon the deposit, and that then the pieces of the flint 
weapons, fractured by the heat of the funeral pyre, were thrown in, sand 
being lastly heaped over them" (p. 239, and compare the woodcut at 
page 244 : the latter urn from Matlock). We may here take occasion to 
remark that the numerous woodcuts accompanying the letterpress form 
one of the most valuable portions of the volume. 
By the kindness of Mr. Llewellyn Jewitt, we are enabled to present to 
our readers a few of the engravings which illustrate Mr. Bateman's last 
work. The elliptical barrow here represented in plan, is that at Swinscoe, 
Staffordshire, of which mention has been already made ; it was explored 
in 1849 (Diggings, p. 137). Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, and 10 are the skeletons of 
adults, accompanied in some cases with articles of flint and bronze. Nos. 
5 and 12 consist of bones ; 8 and 13 are the skeletons of children ; 9 in-
cludes an adult and a very young child ; No. 4 contained the skeleton of a 
young hog, with which was found the tine of a .stag's horn. (See plan of 
this tumulus on the next page.) 
In the appendix to the volume under consideration, some valuable obser-
vations on Keltic pottery will be found (p. 279): the following general 
classification is proposed, as the result of the author's long experience in 
barrow-digging. He states that vessels exhumed from Keltic tumuli may 
be arranged in four classes :—1. Cinerary or sepulchral urns, such as have 
either contained, or been inverted over, calcined human bones. 2. Incense-
cups, so called, although their real purpose is doubtful ; they are diminu-
tive vessels, only found with calcined bones, and frequently enclosed in urns 
of the first class. 3. Small vases, probably intended to contain food, and 
usually found with unburnt bodies, but not unfrequently with burnt bones, 
although never containing them. 4. Drinking cups, tall and highly orna-
mented vessels, so named by Sir R. C. Hoare, no doubt in true accordance 
with their use. Of these four divisions numerous characteristic examples 
are figured in both of Mr. Bateman's works ; specimens from various 
localities have also been given in this Journal. The urns of the first class, 
it may be observed, are mostly of large dimensions, of coarse paste mixed 
with gravel, <fcc. ; the ornament is impressed, usually chevrony, or assum-
ing a reticulated appearance. They occasionally contain weapons of flint, 
and, in rare instances, relics of bronze. These urns present considerable 
variety in fashion and dimensions. Several remarkable examples of this 
more ancient class, found in Lincolnshire, are figured in Mr. Trollope's 
memoir on barrows at Brougliton (Archaeological Journal, vol. viii. pp. 343, 
1 This refers to burial by cremation. 
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NOTICES OP AECHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 414 
344). The so-called incense-cups vary in height from 1J inch to about 
3 inches ; there is reason to suppose that they do not accompany the 
earliest interments ; the ornament is usually incised, but such cups are 
occasionally quite plain. These little vessels have, in many cases, two 
perforations at the side, and, although rarely, two at opposite sides, as if 
for suspension. They are much more plentiful, as Mr. Bateman informs us, 
in Yorkshire than in other counties ; several excellent examples were 
found, however, by Sir R. C. Hoare, and are figured in his Ancient Wilts, 
vol. i. pp. 103, 114, 119, <fcc. One found in a " bell barrow," at Beedon, 
Berks, is figured in this Journal, vol. vii.,p. 66, with another discovered in 
Worcestershire, on the heights near Great Malvern ; a remarkable speci-
men, found in a large urn in Dorset, is also given in vol. xii. p. 193. A 
variety, elaborately fashioned with open work, and disinterred at Bulford, 
Wilts, appears to be unique, and may be cited as a relic possibly of the 
ancient skill in producing the fictilia termed lascaudce, which were 
amongst exports from Britain to Rome. The third division, proposed by 
Mr. Bateman, comprises vessels for food, and includes vases of various 
fashion and ornament, measuring from 41 to 5 J inches in height. Examples 
occur, especially in the northern counties, highly finished and carefully 
ornamented with impressed corded lines or punctures, and occasionally a 
peculiar feature deserves notice,—a groove round the upper part in which 
are four projections at intervals, sometimes pierced in the direction of the 
groove as if for a small cord. In a single specimen noticed by Mr. Bate-
man, these projections form small handles or ears, and he describes another, 
found in Yorkshire, impressed with a very unusual ornament in form of a 
cross (Diggings, p. 285). It is scarcely needful to remind our readers how 
interesting a comparison may be made between some of these vessels and 
those of the " Stone Period" found in Denmark, amongst which specimens 
occur with ears or lateral perforations, such as have been described, and 
probably for suspension. See Worsaae, Afbildninger, &c., and the Primeval 
Antiqu. of Denmark, transl. by Thorns, p. 21, &c. 
The fourth class, designated drinking cups, includes specimens of most 
skilful workmanship ; they occur plentifully in Wilts, in Derbyshire, and 
the northern counties, although comparatively rare in Yorkshire ; in all 
cases noticed by our author they accompanied skeletons, with flint weapons 
of superior description and they were placed behind the shoulders. There 
is evidence that they belong to a period when metal was almost unknown, 
but in one or two instances a diminutive bronze awl has been noticed with 
vessels of this class. We are indebted to the courtesy of Mr. Llewellyn 
Jewitt for the accompanying illustrations (see next page), presenting examples 
characteristic of these richly ornamented vessels. * 
One, here figured, was found in a barrow on Alsop Moor, called Green 
Low, accompanying a skeleton deposited in a cavity in the rock, serving as 
a cist. The cup lay behind the shoulders ; amongst other relics were, a 
spherical piece of pyrites, a fine flint dagger, barbed arrow-heads, pins of 
bone, with instruments made from the ribs of some animal and resembling 
mesh-rules for netting. The remains of a child lay near the hips of the 
skeleton, which was that of a man in the prime of life (Vestiges, p. 59 ; 
Diggings, p. 286). The second vessel, of which Mr. Jewitt's woodcut 
supplies a faithful representation, was found in a cairn or stony tumulus, 
near Pickering, Yorkshire, and is noticed by Mr. Bateman as unique, 
having a handle like that of a modern drinking-mug (see woodcuts). It 
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NOTICES OP AECHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 4 1 5 
lay near the skull ; it measures 5| inches in height; the ornamentation is 
peculiar, consisting of angularly pointed cartouches filled with a reticulated 
pattern. The skeleton in this interment lay in a contracted posture on its 
left side ; several calcined instruments of flint were found near it ; over 
the deposit was a layer of lime, charcoal, and burnt bones (Diggings, p. 
209). Of this rare type of cup no other example had fallen under the obser-
vation of our author ; another specimen, however, found near Ely, and 
Found on Alsop Moor. Found near Pickering-. 
formed in like fashion with a handle, was lately exhibited in the temporary 
Museum at the meeting of the Institute in Peterborough. The unusual 
ornamentation of the vessel above figured resembles that of a specimen 
found near Horncnstle, and figured in this Journal, vol. xiii. p. 86, from a 
drawing supplied by the kindness of Mr. Trollope. The cartouches in that 
instance are arranged, however, horizontally, forming a reticulated design 
of very singular character. The elaborately scored and impressed cups, of 
which that from Green Low, above figured, is an excellent example, have 
repeatedly been found in Northumberland and in the South of Scotland ; a 
good specimen, deposited with a skeleton in a cist at Amble, near the 
mouth of the river Coquet, has been given in the Archaeological Journal, 
vol. xiv. p. 281. 
The classification of the pottery of the earlier periods is a subject of 
such essential interest and importance to the archaeologist, and one upon 
which Mr. Bateman's researches and observations have thrown so much 
light, that we have thought it desirable to advert somewhat fully to this 
valuable and instructive portion of the work under consideration. The urns 
and other fictile relics of the obscure pre-historic ages are inestimable 
evidence, not only as regards sepulchral usages, but as exemplifying in some 
degree the arts or conditions of races in the earlier periods. 
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4 1 6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
In a moral point of view, this volume may be looked upon as a continued 
sermon : many a stern lesson is here read to us on the uncertainty of life 
and worldly hopes ; but perhaps none so striking as that contained in the 
few leaves of introduction. On the sixth page of this preface, Mr. Bate-
man writes : " When completing the text of this book, I received intelli-
gence of the death of Mr. James Ruddock, of Pickering, Yorkshire, to 
whose labours I am indebted for the Yorkshire portion of the volume." 
The next page terminates with Mr. Bateman's signature ; and the date is 
1861. Long before thie year had elapsed, the author himself was 
numbered among the dead. 
He has left behind him many monuments of his learning and industry, 
but nothing so enduring as the good name by which he will be long remem-
bered by a wide circle of attached friends. 
J. H E W I T T . 
^rcfjaeoiogtcal Intelligence. 
A N appeal has been tendered by S Y L V A N U S URBAN·, inviting the attention 
of antiquaries to an effort to extend the circulation of the Gentleman's 
Magazine, at present too limited to be remunerative. It is believed that 
many persons, especially amongst our archaeological fellow-labourers 
throughout the country, would see with regret the discontinuance of so 
valuable an auxiliary to antiquariafl and historical literature, after an 
existence of more than 130 years. The regularity with which reports of 
proceedings of the Institute and of kindred Societies in all parts of the 
realm have recently been given, has proved highly acceptable to the 
scattered members, conveying early intelligence of discoveries or investiga-
tions, which they would not otherwise receive until the comparatively tardy 
issue of Periodical Transactions. The cause of S Y L V A N U S U R B A N may be 
cordially commended to all who take part in the promotion of Archaeology 
and the conservation of National Monuments. It is hoped that through 
increased support the jeopardy may be averted which now threatens with 
extinction a publication, the earliest through which taste for those special 
subjects was aroused in England. 
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